
I  am honored to  be chosen by you as  GLMA's  president  and hope you wi l l
cont inue on this  journey with  me in  the work ahead as  we pers is t  in  advocat ing
for  school  l ibrar ians  in  Georgia .

As  we emerge from the pandemic ,  i t  i s  c lear  there  is  much work to  be done.  The
publ ic  heal th  emergency as  wel l  as  the pol i t ica l  c l imate  has  both profoundly
affected educat ion and made c lear  the importance of  l ibrar ies  for  support ing
students  and staf f .

Our  members ,  and school  l ibrar ians  across  Georgia ,  have been deeply  chal lenged,
personal ly  as  wel l  as  profess ional ly .  Condit ions  for  l ibrary  programs and our
posi t ions  have become di f f icul t  and worr ies  about  budget  cuts  are  prevalent  in
conversat ions  with  our  peers .  We seek community  and sol idar i ty  as  we address
the changing condit ions  of  our  work ,  including equal  access  to  resources ,
adequate  support  s taf f ,  and a  robust  budget  to  support  the  needs of  learning
communit ies .  In  these c ircumstances ,  we must  cont inue our  ef forts  to  make the
case for  school  l ibrary  programs at  the  school ,  d is tr ict ,  and state  levels  by
speaking about  our  expert ise  in  l i teracy ,  technology ,  and support ing  the socia l-
emotional  wel l-being of  our  s tudents  and staf f .  

As  an organizat ion,  we have redoubled our  ef forts  in  our  committment  to
advocacy and ef fect ive  communicat ion to  cont inue meet ing the needs and
concerns  of  our  members  and the wider  school  l ibrary  community .  We are
committed to  br inging you resources  to  support  you at  the  local  and state  levels .
We wi l l  cont inue to  s tr ive  to  put  community over  competi t ion .

To  help  GLMA  s tay  responsive  and to  s trengthen our  capaci t ies  in  our  abi l i ty  to
support  you,  p lease  consider  jo ining or  re joining GLMA or  renewing your
membership .  Let  your  col leagues  know that  now is  the  t ime for  the s trongest
possible  advocacy ,  when our  posi t ions  in  educat ion most  urgent ly  needs to  be
art iculated and af f i rmed.  GLMA is  only as  s trong as  i ts  members .  Your
membership a l lows us  be the most  ef fect ive  advocates  for  your  work .  I  look
forward to  working with  you this  year ,  hear ing your  concerns ,  and spending t ime
with you at  the  2021  Summer Inst i tute  in  Savannah,  Georgia .

Warm regards,

Dear colleagues,

Martha Bongiorno
President of Georgia Library Media Association

serve. advcocate. connect.

@glma
@mrs_bongi

 (470) 222-3765
president@glma-inc.org
https://www.glma-inc.org/
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